Aluminum coin of Durango , eve, Smith, Freel Sumner l|a2z4- 1429 
(chester, cTJ 


August 7th, 1924, 
Dre Fred Suaner Smith ae 
Chester, Conn. 
Dear Dre Smith: — | ve eae 


I am very glad to hear from you, and wate answer your susentae : : 
to the best of my ability. ; i 


Noe 1 - a straight Governmental coin of lexigo ee “These have we a 
gradually been rodnane in size. ee . Be, 
Your 1914 Durange in aluminum 4s new to m@s. I think I ware a ‘record a 


of your five-cent piece in brasse Yeur other stead. Noed, I cannot 
quite place. €ould you not send me rubbinge or en Ne Sapna ieee of S 
Nose 2, 3 and 4 which you list in your letter? a 


Noe § I cannot quite male out from your description. Could I not 
eee a rubbing or a cast? 
x - 4 

Your pieces with BOLO on ~- I understand that these wore wade at the 
various mints a5 Baptismal pieces. We have one or two of these, though — 
I admit that they look too crude for Governmental issues. 


The Rimac piese is simply a store card. 

You are quite right abcut your Brazilian piece. They come a 
Maravhaco, with an M and an X, or an X X,below in 4 sunken spesateg 
and, also, with an incuse M, without any denomination. 


The worn silver coin with fl eur-de-lie is amt West Indian, but 
a re-issue in France of worn silver accumulated at the Mint. I cannot 
remember off-hand whether this wes in the 1690's or 1709's. 

I am inclined to think that your other silver allot several 
counteretamps ie net official. oe 

If some time you come to New York, I shall be end ty: see any of | 
your puzzles, but please let me know several days in advance as I am 
not at the officesevery day this summer. 


~ 


Ben 
Very pues YOurBs, 


FRED. SUMNER SMITH, M.D. 
CHESTER, CONN. 


18 August 1924 


Mr. Hovland Wood, 
Dear Sir; 

IT am very tardy in thanking you *or your help, 
but have been waiting to hear from the party who sold 
me the Durango le in aluminum. I wrote him to send me 
"2 couple more" of them. This morning I received an an- 
sever enelosing a single one,the “only one" he had, so 
I am sending it to you as a sort of thank offering, and 
when I have the opportunity, shall follow it up personally 
with a pocket full of puzzles. 

My vacation plans seen to be going wrong, so I 
may not b® able to see you for some time, but it will be 
as soon as possible. 


Very truly yours 


Pred Sumner Smith 


September 4th, 1924 


Dre Fred Summer Smith | a 
Chester, Conn. 


Dear Sirs 


Owing tc my being absent on yonation, I have detiped. 
replying to your letter until 4odaye 


Thank you very much for ee “mon Durango alumin- 
um coine 2 am inclined tea think that this piece was never 
issued and that it was Sheuekeck ef some die~cutier whe made: 
them, but never having received the meney, did not let them 
out of hie posseseion. Otherwise, I feel certain that I 
should have seen the: some years ago. Had they been im eir- 
culation, presumably there would have been ne need for the 
Crude pieces that were issued. 


I shell be at the Museum durieg the month ‘gt. decuantes 
in case you should come to New York. 


_ Very truly youre, 


Curator 


FRED. SUMNER SMITH, M.D. 
CHESTER, CONN. 


25 Mareh 1925 


Mr. Movland Wood, 
ott, wine Dear Ur. Wood; 


ae Fiscure #35 in your "Coinage of the West 
aw” A“ Indies" shots a silver pieee of St Martin ctsatpa 
“, $t M im a eirele of dots. You mention the cst 
OC 
r=) ; $ a =A i : ‘ 

” a fleur da_lis and largs UW om the Cayenne sous 
but I do not tind mention of the Pirst-mentio 
ecounterstamp om any but the silver eoinms. . 

I picked up ome of the Cayenne sous vith the 


St Mim a cirele of dots just like the illustrations 
#35, a short time ago. Perlaaps you mastion it aed I 


9 Aa es 
overlooked ik. If not, thought you might be inter- 
ested. It looks gennine to mea. 

T hope to be at. Hlder's sale April 9,10,11, 
aad shall try to *imd time to eall on you with a 
peck of troubles in my poeket. 

Hlder's descriptions are certainly puzzles, 
aed I do mot Peel liks bidding vithout seeing the 
xoods. The last time he listed "1814-15, Svanish 
Guiama,1/4 & 1/2 & 1 Reals" “Me, I bit, aad they 
vere all 1/2 reals of di*fsrent sizes, but I kept 
them, givims me about eight differend dies in all. 

T showld like to get the TORTOLA om half? of a 
peso, and the same On 1/4 peso, but do not know any- 
where the prices they are likely to bring. Will you 
kimdly give me a tip. I want to be sure o® the ome 
oa 1/4 peso, for I have an order im for tha 1/2, 2n4 
do mot care to buy duplieates at present prices. 

I mean to bring with me a Pew photos, ome of then 


of a token trhich Metrich says is new--SONDNR & CAaRPE¥- 


THES CaRD. There are some other points trhich seem to 
look as if there vere a lack of accurate pbservation 
im ths preparation of the H&G list. I have some of 
them im the photos I mean to bring vith me. 
Very traly yours 
Fred Sumner Smith. 


Mareh 26th, 1925 


Dr. Fred Summer Smith 
Chester, Corine 


Dear Dre Smiths 


Since I wrote my West Indian monograph, I have 
acquired several of the soug with the same counter- 
stamp as on the silver coin which I illustrated. 

I have one with the same die used, and in addition 
ancther counterstamp of an intuse M. Also, two others 
similiar from different diea. i 


_ — ehali probably be at Eider's the ease mornings 
of his sale, but will most likely be here in the after- 
no ON. 


I really am unable to advise you as to what the 
Tortola pieces will bring, as West Indian coins in this 
country never fetch consistent pricea. The Tortolas, — 
as @ rule, are commoner than most of the other counter- 
stamps. They ought not to be over four or five dollars. 


Very truly yours, 


Curater 


FRED. SUMNER SMUITIT, M. b. 
CHESTER, CONN, 


9 June 19°7 


Dear Mr. Wood; 

Perhaps you will remember that I shoved you 
a Mexican Revolutionary pisce, Durango, 5c brass that 
you had not seen, and you made a cast of it. 

Have you secured one yet? For selfish reasons 
I hope not, for I have picked up another, and have 
an idea that ve might negotiate a trade, if you still 
lack that particular piece, for you probably have a 
bunch of duplicates in Civil Yar tokens and cards, 
Which TIT lack. 

If you care to add this piece to your collec- 
tion, drop me a line, and I will send a list of wants 
in the C.¥.cards. 

I am tied up here vith an invalid wife, and 
my aged mother, and handicapped by inefficient help 
in the house, and do not knov when I can get away. 

I have a bunch of coins that I vish to show fou, and: 
get some information about. Have worn holes in my 
pockets carrying them about vith me, in case I should 
suddenly have an opportunity to get to Nev York. 

I have picked up a few of the Mexican Revo- 
lutionary coins since I saw you, but it is slow work. 
I thought I was going to get a nice bunch of rare 
ones, some time ago, but the dealer played a dirty 
trick on m6, ard 1 lost ‘them. 

My latest C.W.Token is. one new to me, and I 
have never heard of anything like it--Cannon right, 
vith 6 cannon-balls under the muzzle, surrounded by 
a wreath that looks like a string of Ws; Rev.Liberty 
head left, similar to Hetrich's die 430,but head much 
smaller, ina circle of 13 small stars. 

Probably not unknown, but it is new to me. 

Have you card of W.H.Brennan, 138 S.Salina St 
Syracuse, N.%.% Thisvis another one that is not in 
the book. I also have a uniface piece vith one cent 
in a crude vreath; looks like a trial piece. 

That will do for now, but I hope to see you 
before very long. 


Very truly yours 
Fred Sumner Smith. 


: June 11, 1927 eg 


Br. Fred Sumner Smith, 
- Chester, Con. 


Dear Sif: . | ; are 

‘I am afraid-you were out of luck.Since fcsaw yo 
Durango § eéntave brass pieee, I have gotten several of 
these. /On the other hand I have no duplicates of Civil Var 
tokens No collection of these has come in to us for  . 
geverul years and a fev duplicates we used to have, hare mm 
jong since teen sold. I will be glad to see you any time 
that. you can get to New York, but don't try to find me in 
July, a3 I will pe away all that month. JF will be glad to > 
3e0 5 ny new Revolutionary coins you may have acognired. I 
rezily have paid very little attention of late to the Civil — 
Way tokens. Twe or three we hava had come in sre new. I. 


have given desorivtion to Dr. Hetrick. ¥hy don't you do 
the sane? : 


Very truly yours, = 


Curator 


FRED. SUMNER SMITH, M. D. 
CHESTER, CONN. 


25 Feb 1929 


Dear Mr. Weed; 
At Hesslein's last’ sale I get a coiw which 
was catalogued as a Buelma peso, Wood #1. 

It certainly leeks like fl, but it is far 
teo light iu Weight, judging it by your beek; it 
weighs more Like a #3, 

I wish to make sure before I accept it amd 
place it in my cellectiox, se I an presumixes te 
ask your epixiex. If you think best, I am willing 
te stand the expense of havimg am assay made, te 
make sure. You shewed me exe which had been put 
to the test, aud you showed me the geld that was 
obtained from fei##@@@ Tiliszs from the coin, so 
you must kmew who cam make the examination, 

f it is & poor specimem of #3 I shall wet 
want it, fer I have a better one. 
When you get out a secend editien of the 
beek I want one. 


Very truly yeurs 
Fred Summer Smith 


ay eee 


Hr. Fred Sumner Smith, 
Chester, Conn: 


i : 


s - vs 


Dear Dr. Smith: 


The Sinaloa dollar which vou gent on, an phe. 
which 1 am herewith returning, is my No. 1. There ; 3 a 
absolutely no doubt about it, although the weight. may 

As a matter of fact, it is very difficult to cast coi 
Who}qsale and have anywhere near & proper weight. 


signi at 
Our second edition is now out; x wild sond you @ copy 
and am enclosing a memorandum. _ . : oe che 


‘s, Yaay eae ‘yo! 


2a March, 1929 


. Dr. Fred. S. Smith, 
ene ster, Conn 


Year Mr. Smith: 


Many thanks for the cheque and also for 
the stumps to pay for the returned coin. In recent 
years there have beer cecasional counterfeits made of 
our cents. ‘Te have several here that are undoubtedly 
fakes. Naturally, it is not a very paying business to 
counterfeit such a small coin, but now and thénnthere 
seems to be an Italian who is willing to take the risk. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


